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A New Storyteller

Brings North Carolina’s 
Hidden History to Life

North Carolina State capitol, 1861
Historical photos courtesy of

State of North Carolina archives



(continued on p. 22)

into the present” – McColl weaves 
together tales of key political figures 
and events with legal analysis. Her 
topics include:

 
way to a constitutional right to 
education 

 
 

helped create the vision for educa-
tion in North Carolina.
The presentations use historical

 
 

 

-

heard one of her tales a year ago 

In the midst of racism, poverty, and political turmoil, North Carolina created 
one of the best state constitutions in the U.S. for guaranteeing the right to 
an education. If you or your relatives grew up here, that’s one reason why 
you can read these words today. But very few people realize what makes 
our constitution special — or the intrigue behind its beginnings.

Sassociate professor of educa-
tional leadership in the College 

-

hidden history. Her audiences have 
included the N.C. School Superinten-

-

Carolina.
McColl developed the tales dur-

that led to the creation of the 1868 
N.C. Constitution. Northerners and 

together to produce this Reconstruc-

This post-Civil War constitution 
continues to affect our educational 

 

states.)
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geared to adults. But she hopes to 
create versions for children. With 

-

-
tal to everything you do.” She wants 

invited her to create a shorter tale 
 is proud to 

 

Constitutional Tale: 
The Political Strategy Behind 
the Long Ballot

-

-

The setting for this tale is the State 

winter of 1868. Delegates are conven-
-

the state – along with other states 

constitution to address critical politi-
cal rights and to ratify the Fourteenth 

-

confederate cause. 

delegates than had ever represented 
North Carolinians in a constitutional 

-

and the Union position in the Civil 

15 seats. The influence of the north 

elected as well.
Not everyone was pleased with 

the change. Traditionalists associated 

party of Whigs were not ready to 
-

Josiah Turner.

-

confederate cause. When refused as 
Daily 

a newspaper that would 
cover the convention to provide the 
Conservative perspective. On open-

editorial charged:
“The pillars of the Capitol should 

-

Congress in violation of the Constitu-
tion of the United States and in utter 
disregard of the constitution of North 
Carolina.”

The deeply divided opinion of 
whether this constitutional conven-
tion was a renegade group of radicals 
forcing unwanted change on North 
Carolina or a gathering of illustrious 
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patriots is reflected in the early 

“yeas” to 25 “nays” to hire reporter 

-

years. 
Conserva-

not want all of 
these positions 
for reasons that 

 
       clear:

new offices— unknown to the people 

all of these things as successive 

-

 
when the talent of this State was 

of these positions were not new. 
 

-
-

-

the other States.”
Mr. S.S. Ashley 

revealed his interest in running for 

those advocating for all of the posi-

others advocated for four years:
 

-

long for the great work of organiz-
ing new ideas and to give the people 

the future perhaps depended upon 
their action today.

Taking a vote again after this 
 

The slate of officers presented for 
vote to the people included Rev. S. S. 
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S. S. Ashley

Ann McColl
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the Daily Sentinel

the election of a Yankee Superinten-

-

only voted in favor of the constitution 

elected state office. 
So the story of why North Carolina 

with this history of a group of del-

destiny of North Carolina.

and advocated for state funding. 

-

resigned. 

-
tutional convention where Conserva-

-
sions in the constitution. Turner was 

-

 

paper today.

How that happened… 
is another story. 
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